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1 . (Amended) A method for communication employing a plurality of 
gatekeepers, theha^thod comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for information at a first gatekeeper; 
determining whether th^information is known by the first gatekeeper; 
sending the request via'at leasibQe intermediate gatekeeper to a second 
gatekeeper if the information is not known b>Nhe first gatekeeper; and 

receiving the requested information from th^econd gatekeeper via the at least 
one intermediate gatekeeper wherein a hierarchical level asfcadated with said first 
gatekeeper is different from a hierarchical level associated with saicHntermediate 



2. (Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

storing the received information in at least one of the first, intermediate and 
second gatekeepers. 



1 1 . (Amended) An apparatus for communication, the apparatus comprising: 
a processcJiSsand 

a memory couplechosaid processor, said memory storing instructions adapted to 
be executed by said processor for pfefforming the steps of: 

receiving a request for information at a first gatekeeper; 
determining whether the information islswwn by the first gatekeeper; 
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sendin^srtae request via an intermediate gatekeeper to a second gatekeeper 
if the information is nqt known by the first gatekeeper; and 

receiving the requested information from the second gatekeeper via the 
intermediate gatekeeper wherein a ^hierarchical level associated with said first 
gatekeeper is different from a hierarchical leVel^associated with said intermediate 
Ceep erT 



12. (Amended) The apparatus of clatp 1 1 , wherein the instructions further perform 
the step of: 

storing the received information in at least one of the gatekeepers. 




2 1 . v (Amended) A medium for communications, the communication using a 
, plurality of gatekeepers at different hierarchical levels, said medium storing instructions 
adapted to be executed.by a processor for performing the steps of: 
receiving a request fbi^nformation at a first gatekeeper; 
determining whether the inmrmation is known by the first gatekeeper; 
sending the request via an intermediate gatekeeper to a second gatekeeper if the 
information is not known by the first gatekeeper; ant 

receiving the requested information from the second^tekeeper via the 
intermediate gatekeeper wherein the first gatekeeper and the intermediate gatekeeper are 
at-4i£fegent4^ icrarchical lev e ls. — 
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